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STEPS IN DEVELOPING AUDIO-VISUAL PROGRAMS 


Recommendations for the development of audio-visual programs in 
schools and school systems have just been released by the American Coun- 
cil on Education in its publication A Measure for Audio-Visual Pro- 
grams in Schools. These basic statements are the first attempt to outline 
a comprehensive plan for the development of programs on all organiza- 
tional levels—individual building, local school system (county, or dis- 
trict), state department of education, and state institutions of higher 
education. The recommendations point out the desirable interrelation- 
ships of the various levels as well as their specific functions. Individual 
statements on functions, personnel, equipment, materials, teacher train- 
ing, and financial support reflect throughout an underlying philosophy in 
line with the best thinking in the field. The recommendations set a high 
standard—one that is far in advance of most present programs—yet 
they can in no way be called visionary. 

The recommendations are offered for the consideration of those 
school systems which have organized departments of audio-visual edu- 
cation as well as those which plan to inaugurate or expand such depart- 
ments. For the first the recommendations will be a measure of the 
present effectiveness and completeness of the local program; for the 
second they provide a framework upon which to build. 

Outstanding experts in audio-visual education assisted in drawing 
up the recommendations. These persons are now connected with the 
programs of the armed forces and government and brought to the 
preparation of the recommendations the benefit of their wartime 
experience. 

In his foreword to the present study, Dr. Zook states, ‘‘ During the 
past decade the Council has carried on studies in the field of audio-visual 
education. We are more certain today, then ever before, of the impor- 
tance of these instructional tools in the future of education. . . . I 
feel it is important that we examine our present progress, and lack of 
progress, as a point of departure for future development. Comprehen- 
sive planning should initiate the expanded use of audio-visual materials 
which has been so universally predicted. The best possible development 
of programs of audio-visual education should be our concern.’’ 

As a part of a study carried on last year the Council went directly 
to teachers to secure information on current problems affecting the extent 
and kind of use made of educational motion pictures in the classroom. 
Part II of A Measure for Audio-Visual Programs in Schools discusses 
these problems as they emerged from interviews with teachers in six 
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cities. The information compiled through these interviews pointed 
directly to the need for a set of basic recommendations and indicated also 
the desirability of making such recommendations in the broader field of 
audio-visual education. 

A Measure for Audio-Visual Programs in Schools was prepared by 
Helen Hardt Seaton for the Committee on Visual Aids in Education. It 
is available from the American Council on Education, 744 Jackson Place, 
Washington 6, D.C. The price is forty cents a copy. 


INTERPRETATIONS OF SCHOOL LAW—— 
ALFRED E. LENTZ, Administrative Adviser 


[The following items are merely digests, and although care is taken to state 
accurately the purport of the decisions and opinions reported, the items have the 
limitations inherent in all digests. The reader is therefore urged to examine the com- 
plete text of a decision or opinion and, when necessary, secure competent legal advice 
before taking any action based thereon. ] 


APPELLATE COURT DECISIONS 


Effect of, and Compliance with, School Code Section 2.801 
(now Education Code Section 1007) 


Where a high school student and his father filed a claim against a 
school district under School Code Section 2.801 [now Education Code 
Section 1007] the requirement of the section that the claim ‘‘specify the 
name and address of the claimant’’ is met if the claim specifies the names 
of the claimants and that they were citizens and residents of the County 
of Santa Cruz and that the student was a student at the Boulder Creek 
Union High School (maintained by the district against which the claim 
was filed) citing also School Code Section 3 [now Education Code 


Section 3]. 
The section does not require the legal conclusion of the plaintiff as 
to the cause of the injury to be stated. . 


The liability of a school district created by the section does not 
include a liability for costs and School Code Section 3 [now Education 
Code Section 3] is not applicable. 

Ridge et al. v. Boulder Creck Union Junior-Senior High School Dis- 
trict of Santa Cruz County, 60 Cal. App. (2d) 453. 


Acts of Student as Contributory Negligence as a Matter of Law 


In this action instituted under School Code Section 2.801 [now Edu- 
cation Code Section 1007] for damages for injuries received by a 17-year- 
old student of a high school while operating a power saw in class without 
a guard or fence and the evidence showed he had not been instructed not 
to use the saw without such safety devices and the instructor and other 
students used the saw without the safety devices on some occasions, he 
was not guilty of contributory negligence as a matter of law even though 
he knew the object of the safety devices was to prevent injuries and it was 
therefore proper to submit the case to the jury (Ridge et al. v. Boulder 
Creek Union Junior-Senior High School District of Santa Cruz County, 
60 Cal. App. (2d) 453). 
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Liability of Principal for Negligent Operation of Motor Vehicle 
by a Student 

In this action for damages for injuries alleged to have been caused 
by the negligent operation of a motor vehicle by a pupil of a high school 
while making a trip allegedly as an agent of the principal and the evi- 
dence showed that the principal of the high school authorized certain 
students at their request to be absent from school for the purpose of 
advertising at other high schools a carnival which was not being given by 
or under the supervision of the high school (although the purpose of the 
carnival was to raise funds to buy uniforms for the high school band and 
the principal gave the students money from the student body fund for 
gasoline to make the trip) and he did not direct the students to make 
the trip and they did not use his automobile, there was insufficient evi- 
dence the student at the time of the accident was acting as the agent of 
the principal. Further, Vehicle Code Section 352 did not operate to 
make the principal liable. Hathaway v. Siskiyou Union High School 
District et al., 66 A. C. A. 119. 


ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 


Effect of Reversionary Clause in Deed to School District 


Where (1) land was deeded to a school district and its successors 
under the condition that ‘‘should said school district lapse or no school 
be maintained on the premises for the term of five years, said land is to 
revert’’ to certain named persons and (2) the district erected a school 
building on the premises and maintained a school therein and (3) the 
district was later annexed to a union elementary school district, subse- 
quent to which annexation no school was maintained on the premises, 
the land will revert, as provided in the deed, if not used for school pur- 
poses for five years, the reversionary clause in the deed being valid 
(citing Civil Code Sections 1069 and 1442). However, prior to the 
expiration of such five-year period, the school building on the land 
may be sold and removed since the reversionary clause contains no pro- 
hibition against such sale and removal. (AGO NS5632, September 25, 
1944; 4 Ops. Cal. Atty. Gen. 208.) 


Effect of Failure to Amend Labor Code to Refer to Education Code 
Instead of School Code 

The failure to amend Labor Code Sections 1299¢ and 1290 to refer 
to Education Code Sections 16601-17261 instead of Part 2 of Division 1 
of the School Code does not interfere with the duty of the Labor Com- 
missioner to enforce the cited sections of the Labor Code, in view of Edu- 


TT 


January, 1945) CALIFORNIA SCHOOLS 7 


cation Code Sections 2 and 11, and Labor Code Sections 6 and 9. (AGO 
NS5657, October 9, 1944; 4 Ops. Cal. Atty. Gen. 256.) 


Mileage Allowed Members of County Board of Education 


Since Political Code Section 4273 allows each member of the Plumas 
County Board of Supervisors ‘‘mileage from residence to the county 
seat at each sitting of the board’’ twenty cents per mile, a member of the 
Plumas County Board of Education is, under Education Code Section 
317, which allows members of a county board of education the same 
mileage as is allowed members of the board of supervisors of the county, 
entitled to mileage for but one trip for each meeting of the county 
board of education. The term ‘‘sitting’’ as used in Political Code See- 
tion 4273 refers to the session or term of the meeting of the board of 
supervisors and if a meeting Jasts two or more days there is but one 
session or sitting. (AGO NS5655, October 2, 1944; 4 Ops. Cal. Atty. 
Gen. 2450.) 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


PROCURING CARS FOR DRIVER TRAINING CLASSES 


Cars for use in training automobile drivers, either high school pupils, 
or teachers, may be available through the regional office of the Procure- 
ment Division, U. 8S. Treasury Department. Surplus property including 
automobiles, is sold through this Division to tax supported institutions 
which have first call on the purchase of surplus automobiles. 

California school administrators should make application to John 
F. Hough, Regional Director, S. E. Bennett, Deputy Director of Surplus 
Property, Procurement Division, U. S. Treasury Department, 30 Van 
Ness Avenue, San Francisco 2, California. 

There are also available teachers’ manuals, teaching aids, and com- 
prehensive tests, for us in driver training courses from the American 
Automobile Association, Washington, D. C. 


GUIDE TO EVALUATION OF EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES IN 
MILITARY SERVICE PREPARED BY AMERICAN COUNCIL 
ON EDUCATION 


One of the most valuable and practical tools to aid in the educational 
readjustment of veterans has just been issued by the American Council 
on Edueation. It is a Guide to the Evaluation of Educational Expe- 
riences in the Armed Forces, compiled for the Council under the direction 
of George P. Tuttle of the University of Illinois with the co-operative 
support of nineteen regional and national accrediting associations. The 
loose-leaf handbook will be indispensable for any institution which 
expects to evaluate fairly the educational experiences of men and women 
who served in the military forces. The armed forces have themselves 
ordered more than 10,000 sets of the book. 

George F. Zook, president of the Council, called the Guide ‘‘the 
most valuable single contribution to assure fair treatment of returning 
veterans.’’ He said, ‘‘In a very real sense, this is a qualitative catalogue 
for civilians describing and measuring the widespread, varied and com- 
plex educational and training programs of the Army, Navy, Coast Guard 
and Marine Corps.”’ 

The handbook has been in preparation throughout the spring and 
summer. The first section of 271 pages includes: (1) an introductory 
statement about the general problem; (2) information concerning the 
United States Armed Forces Institute, the Marine Corps Institute, the 
Coast Guard Institute, and the off-duty program of the Navy; (3) 
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evaluation in terms of secondary school and college credit of corres- 
pondence courses offered by the Armed Forces Institute, the Marine 
Corps Institute, and the Coast Guard Institute; and (4) summaries and 
recommendations in terms of secondary school and college credit of 166 
service schools and courses in the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast 
Guard. These summaries indicate for each school or course the location, 
length, objective, plan of instruction, description of subjects, and recom- 
mendations as to credit. This section of the Guide also vontains state- 
ments of policies of institutions respecting credit for the CAA-WTS 
program and for the Naval Flight Preparatory Program. 

Future sections of the Guide will contain a discussion of the various 
examinations prepared by the Armed Forces Institute, lists of such 
examinations available, credit values of the examinations and critical 
scores; evaluation of further correspondence courses offered by the 
Armed Forces Institute, and the Coast Guard Institute; a discussion of 
and recommendations concerning self-study service training courses in 
the Navy; and summaries and recommendations concerning a large 
additional number of formal service schools and courses. 

Subscriptions to the Guide are $2.00 a set. Orders should be mailed 
to 363 Administration Building, Urbana, Illinois. ‘The first section will 
be mailed immediately upon receipt of orders. Subscribers will receive 
not only material now ready but also new material which became avail- 
able up to January 1, 1945. The staff will continue to prepare material 
until that date. 

The executive committee of the Committee on Accrediting Pro- 
cedures of the Council in charge of the project includes: A. J. Brum- 
baugh, vice president of the Council, chairman; Paul E. Elicker, 
National Association of Secondary School Principals; Theodore H. Jack, 
Randolph-Macon College for Women; and Donald B. Prentice, Rose 
Polytechnic Institute. 


U. S. OFFICE OF EDUCATION RELEASES FOURTEEN NEW FILMS 


Fourteen new motion pictures to aid in the training of war produc- 
tion workers in vocational schools and war industries have been released 
by the United States Office of Education, it was announced today. 

The new films cover such subjects as aircraft maintenance, pipe- 
fitting, welding, and engineering. One of the pictures shows how to 
calculate proportion, percentages, squares, and square roots on a slide 
rule. 

Filmstrips, which review and clarify important points in the films, 
and instructor’s manuals, which describe the best ways of using the 
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visual materials, are also available. Motion picture, filmstrip, and 
manual form an ‘‘instructional unit of visual aids.’’ 

Office of Education training films may be purchased from Castle 
Films, Ine., 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City, and may be rented 
from many 16-mm. educational film libraries. Filmstrips sell for $1 each. 
Instructor’s manuals are furnished without charge to users of the films. 

Following are the titles, running times, and prices of the 14 motion 
pictures. Schools receive a 10 per cent discount. 


49. Precision Gage ‘Blocks: ....... ~~... 2----—.....- 18 min. $25.22 

60: “DheiBevel-frotractor.- ==. 2 oe oo 15min. 22.73 
122. Pipe Pabrication with Jigs.............---......=- 22min. 28.33 
175. The Electron—An Introduction__________--__--_--_- 16min. 23.35 
489. “The Guided Bend test... ..-.. — 2 2 17min. 24.60 
190. Oxy-acetylene Welding Light Metal_..___________--_- 21min. 27.71 
239. Sawing an Internal Irregular Shape________-_____--- 32min. 38.13 


SALVAGE CAMPAIGN IN THE SCHOOLS IN 1945 


A statement of the school salvage program for 1944-45 is available 
in the pamphlet ‘‘Speed the Peace with Salvage’’ prepared by the War 
Production Board in co-operation with the United States Office of 
Education. 

The statement sets forth that the need for the salvage of paper, tin, 
and rags is undiminished throughout the nation. School children are 
urged to redouble their efforts in 1945. 

A list of free instructional and promotional materials on salvage may 
be obtained free from the School-College Unit, General Salvage Branch, 
Salvage Division, War Production Board, 2028 Railroad Retirement 
Building, Washington, D. C. 


P| LAMBDA THETA AWARDS FOR RESEARCH 


Two awards of $400 each for significant research studies in educa- 
tion are announced by Pi Lambda Theta, National Education Association 
for Women. Unpublished studies on the general subject of the profes- 
sional problems of women are sought by the committee. The awards are 
to be made from the Ella Victoria Dobbs Fellowship Funds. Manu- 
scripts should be submitted by July 1, 1945. The grants will be made 
on or before August 15, 1945. 

All inquiries should be addressed to the chairman of the Committee 
on Studies and Awards, May Seagoe, University of California at Los 


Angeles. 
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